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An Analysis of the Relationship between
Length of the Utterance and Amount of
Information in Chinese Advanced Learners
of Japanese: the Case of Refusing Requests

MENG Yun

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between the
length of an utterance and the amount of information in Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese. This research is based on politeness theory,
and data was collected using a Discourse Completion Test. A total of
215 significant responses were obtained from 49 native Japanese speakers,
59 native Chinese speakers and 107 Chinese learners of Japanese. The
Japanese learners were divided into three groups according to length of
residence in Japan. The data was analyzed using the semantic formulas
method, which is common in the field of comparative pragmatics and
interlanguage pragmatics. In addition, the author analyzed the utter-
ances in terms of letters of the Japanese syllabary. Results showed that
as length of residence in Japan increased, the utterances of Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese became longer than those of the native
Japanese speakers, and that in these advanced learners variations in the
amount of information contained in conversation are related to variations
in the length of the utterance. Furthermore, the results showed that
when measuring the length of an utterance, the number of semantic for-
mulas could not be counted precisely using the conventional method for
semantic formulas.
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