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Tourism as
Cultural Representations

ooooo
00 ooo (Yasufuku, Emiko)

Recently much attention has been paid to the
social and cultural aspects of tourism. International
tourism expresses various cultural phenomena
related to modernity, especially in the context of
globalization.
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Tourism, the Acquirement of
People, and
the Fear of Death

000 0O00(Kitano, Nobuji)

Tourism and the acquirement of people are similar
social phenomena, but the relation between them
is quite ambiguous. Liberating the fear of death is
one of the most important aspects of getting people
together. Any attempts to attract people, either
sacred or secular, aim to conceal the abyss of death
by gorgeous adornments. Thus, in order to analyze
tourism and other various visitor attractions, the
philosophical perspective of death must be taken
into consideration.
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The Use of English
on Signboard Explanations

at Historical Tourist Sites

ooooooon
00000 (Takeuchi, Kazuyoshi)

Although some signboard explanations at historical
sites are written in English for the benefit of foreign
visitors to Japan, many of these texts are not well
organized. This article examines the use and level
of vocabulary found in these on-site explanations at
temples and shrines from the viewpoint of non-
native English speakers.
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This temple, which belongs to the Kita Hoso



sect was founded by Enchin, the great priest,
in the 8th year of Hoki (778 A.D.), enshrines in
main sanctuary an image of Kannon(God of
Mercy) Bosatsu(Bodhi-Sattva).
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Dreams
from Outer Space

Everett Kleinjans
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Before going to bed the other night, I stood
and looked at the picture of the earth taken by
the American astronauts from up in space.
There we human beings are on this one small
planet floating along in space among other
planets in our galaxy all of which is part of
a larger universe made up of thousands of
such galaxies. How small we are!. And yet
how important we are to ourselves, to each
other, and to a clearer understanding of what
human life on this planet is and means.

That night I had a dream. I dreamt that
I was a person from another planet coming
into this galaxy with the earth out there in
space. As I looked out my window, I saw
blue, reddish brown and then green colors.
With beauty like that, these earth people must
experience deep uplifting emotions. I was
sure that I would find compatible, coopera-
tive beings on this planet.

I was able to land my craft without much
difficulty and was soon surrounded by a
rather large group of these beings. Amaz-
ingly, I was able to understand them (in
dreams we all speak the same language!).
** Hello. I'm from outer space.

-- Hello. Yes, we know. We saw you com-
ing down in your space-ship. What do
you think of our planet?

** It's beautiful. From out there it is so marve-
lous, so serene. I have been eager to meet
you because you must be wonderfully
loving creatures.

A man stepped up and introduced himself as

an American, saying he was a scientist. He

said he was a member of the Nature Club.

-- The earth itself is wonderful and full of

marvels, but we people are beginning to
destroy that beauty. You must have seen
some of the pollution as you descended
toward the earth.

Another person stepped forward and intro-

duced himself as a Canadian.

--Yes, and we in Canada get a lot of the
acid rain that is created by industries
in the United States. Thus, the environ-
ment is not merely a local or even na-
tional issue, it has become an interna-
tional, I would even say, global issue.

** Would you explain Canada and the
United States to me, please?

--You don't know that? Well you see, you
landed in the United States and we Cana-
dians are north of the United States on
the North American continent.

** But that doesn't make sense to me. How
can you tell where the United States ends
and Canada begins?

-- That's easy. You gotta go through customs
to get to Canada, ... butI guess you don't
know what customs are either, do you?
You didn't use them to get here.

** No.

-- Well, if you had a map of the world --
Anybody here got a map ? -- you would
see a line drawn between the two coun-
tries. The border stretches all the way
across the North American continent
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific
Ocean.

** That's funny. [ didn't see any lines on
the North American continent when I was
approaching the earth. Are these lines
important?

At that moment another person stepped up

and introduced himself as a German. He

spoke English with a different accent. He
was carrying a piece of paper.

-- These lines are very important. Here's
a map. ( pointing to the paper he was
carrying) Here is the United States and
here is Canada. (pointing)  This is the
line they were talking about which divides
the two countries.

**Yes, I see the line. But certainly that is
an artificial line made by human beings
on your so-called map, not anything that
is placed there by nature.

-- You're right. Someone did draw the lines;
but they are very important. How else can



you tell who you are? For example, here
is Europe.

**Oh yes, that little projection of land stick-

ing out from this great huge land mass?

--Yes. I guess you could talk about it that

way if you like. (He seemed a bit miffed.)
But, European civilization is the greatest
the world has ever known, the highest
forms of religion, art, and philosophy.
Yes. And the highest level of morality.
The grandeur that was Greece and the
glory that was Rome; that is our heritage.
Very important to the cultural evolution
of the human race.

** Really? Maybe I should have landed there.
-- Well.. But now about those lines. Here

you see the German nation. I am from
there and so am German. Here is France.
The people living within those lines are
called French. We fought each other in
three major wars between 1870 and 1945
- - The Franco-Prussian War and World
Wars I and II.

** Wars? What does that mean?

Well, people from one nation take guns
and other weapons and shoot at and kill
people from another nation and then the
winner occupies the loser's land.

** These wars; are they part of your civili-

zation, evidence of your high forms of
philosophy, religion and morality? Or
are they art forms through which you
exhibit your athletic and artistic beauty?
And do you really kill each other over
lines on a map which on paper separate
one nation from another? How can you
tell one soldier from another? I see
that some of you have different colored
skin but the first fellow who talked to
me was an American, the second a Cana-
dian and now you say you are German.
You people all look pretty much alike to
me.

would be killing each other? Do people
where you are from also kill each other
over these lines which are in your head
and then placed on a piece of paper
that you call a map?

-- Well, you see there is a big difference
between Germans and Frenchmen. (The
German was speaking again.) We have
different cultures. We speak different
languages, eat different kinds of food.
We Germans are prompt and energetic,
the French are not punctual and con-
stantly say, " SeLaVie" or, that's the way
life is. Besides, they think they are better
than we are.

The man with the high turban spoke again.

-- And we don't kill each other over lines
on a piece of paper as much as for the
beliefs we hold. There is a big differ-
ence between Hindus and Muslims.

** What are Hindus and Muslims?

-- They are adherents to different religions,
Hinduism and Islam.

** Really! 7 Where 1 come from religion
deals with ultimate things, with the di-
mension of depth in human existence
and thus what makes people human. It
promotes peace, hope, love and joy.

-- Well, so doours. And still we find not
only Hindus fighting Muslims in South
Asia, but also Christians and Muslims
fighting each other in Lebanon, and
Jews getting into the same situation,
and even Christians fighting and Kkilling
Christians in Northern Ireland. And, of
course, in the former country of Yugo-
slavia, people killed each other and
women were raped because they come
from different cultures. They called it
cultural cleansing, or genocide.

I found myself wondering what kind of

people these were, these earth people. Did

they all live together on the same planet?

A man with darker skin in a high turban  Although they had a different color of skin,
stepped forward and in a slightly different hair and eyes, they looked basically alike to
kind of English said. me. The only thought which came to mind
- This is one of the troubles with the Euro- was that, since they all came from the
peans. They think they are the world. In  same natural world, their perceptions and
India we call the First World War the feelings inside must cause them to behave
European Civil War. Itwas basically Eu-  the way they do. (to be continued.)
ropeans Killing other Europeans. It (Former President of East-West Center)
wasn't the world!
** Killing? Do you understand why they
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The Summer Institute for
Intercultural Communication 1999

Sessionl: July14-16
Session3: July26-30
For more information, please contact:
The Intercultural Communication Institute
8835 SW Canyon Lane, Suite 238, Portland,
OR 97225, USA
Phone: 503-297-4622 Fax: 503-297-4695
E-mail: ici@intercultural.org

Session2: July19-23
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