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Volunteer Interpreter Communication as a
“Middle Voice”: Global Human Resources
from the Perspective of the Academic Fields
of Sports, T'ranslation |/ Interpretation and
Intercultural Communication

Takashi Kosaka

This article discusses what the author learned from his own experiences
as a lecturer at an interpreter volunteer training seminar sponsored by
Kanda University of International Studies and later by the Consortium
of Foreign Studies in Japan. In each of the fields of sports, translation /
interpretation, and intercultural communication, there are many scenarios
that needed to be conceptualized and implemented without waiting for
the theoretical knowledge that could be obtained from research. This was
necessitated by the urgent need to train sports volunteer interpreters in
time for the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympic Games to be held in 2020.
In a similar vein, there is also the task of exploring the meaning of
global human resources, a topic attracting ongoing attention from
communication research due to its ever-expanding conceptualization in
the age of globalization. In order to confront these challenges, sports
volunteer interpreters could be considered an ideal role, reflecting
genuinely global human resources informed by the experiences of
participants and lecturers. One issue, as a result, is how classrooms have
become an indispensable educational space to promote industry-
university collaboration. Nowadays, students often work on practical
projects in classrooms that afford them opportunities to meet external
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guests from business fields. Finally, the author sounds a note of caution
regarding project-based learning when applying actual business projects
to classes, and notes the need for volunteer leadership education to
enhance the training of sports volunteer interpreters.
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