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Learning from Sports and Languages for
the Development of Global Human
Resources: KUIS’s Approach

and our Future Outlook

Jeongyong PARK

In Japan, international sports events such as the upcoming Rugby World
Cup in 2019, the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympic Games in 2020 will
be held one after another. It is believed that in such events, volunteer
interpreters can assist smooth communication between participants
including the organizers, team members, and/or tourists coming from
abroad. T'o meet this need, a series of volunteer training seminars have
been held since 2007 under the sponsorship of Kanda University of
International Studies (KUIS) and later the Consortium of Foreign
Studies in Japan. In this article, I will first explain the goal and
characteristics of those seminars as well as a survey conducted with 1,311
students who participated in the seminars. The findings of the survey
suggest that with a clear goal and understanding of their responsibilities
in the events, the students not only became more motivated to pursue a
higher level of proficiency in foreign languages but also more conscious
about their own position in the Japanese society. Finally this KUIS
approach of teaching and learning foreign languages is further discussed
in order to gain insights for the development of global human resources
in Japan.
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