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The Power of Art as

a Communication Tool:
The Significance of the Origami Crane as
a Symbol for Peace

TaANARA Masaru

Japan’s origami “Paper Crane” (origami crane) is a work of creative but
unusual art work that has become a symbol of peace that has been ac-
cepted by people all over the world, crossing boarders and cultures.
This article examines the role of the “origami crane”as a form of non-
verbal communication and analyzes its role in the peace movement.
First, the meaning and the history of paper crane are presented, followed
by its evolution into a symbol of peace through the story of Sadako Sa-
saki. Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi’s concept of “flow” helps to explain why
the origami crane as a symbol of peace came to be diffused throughout
the world and accepted by people everywhere. Yoko Ono’s work,
“Crane” is presented as a case study.

As a result of this history, the origami crane has become a symbolic
message of peace, and everyone who folds the origami crane can be a
messenger of peace.
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