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Culture, Connecting, Communication:

Acquisition, Relationship, Analogues in Our Cultural Values

Speaker: Dr. John Condon

(Emeritus Professor-at the University of New Mexico)

Without conscious awareness, we acquire our first language — or languages in a
bi-lingual home — to become a part of the community which we need to survive. And
in such ways we acquire what we need to be able form relationships that sustain us
individually and maintain that community. Almost all of this cultural shaping goes
deeper than the cognitive content and skills that we learn consciously in our
schooling — though that learning is also essential. But most of what shapes us we are
little aware of: “our culture conceals more than it reveals,” wrote E.T. Hall, who
launched the field of Intercultural Communication studies. Although much of our basic
communication has been largely “analogue,” now digital influences challenge old ideas
about cultural values and intercultural relations, and offer new possibilities.

With video and in conversation, Prof. Condon presents new ways to think about the
evolution of cultural values in a time of revolutionary cultural and intercultural change,

new intercultural connecting, and concerns about disconnects.
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John Condon, Emeritus Prof. of Communication at the Univ. of New Mexico (USA) is an
award-winning author and teacher, and one of the founders of the field of Intercultural
Communication. Credited with writing the first intercultural communication dissertation,
author of 18 books, including the first university textbook in the field, Prof. Condon has been a
professor at Northwestern University, and at the Univ. of New Mexico, and has also lived and
taught outside of the US for twenty years, including in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. At
International Christian University, Condon inspired a generation of Japanese intercultural

communication scholars who continue to shape the field internationally.
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