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Chulalongkorn University Thai Proficiency Test

of Thai as a Foreign Language (CU-TFL)

anuumunlnadsuss IHIaVNSUUKIINGIAY

THE SIRINDHORN THAI LANGUAGE INSTITUTE
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY



CU-TFL Ada:[s ? / What is CU-TFL?

CU-TFL (Chulalongkorn University Thai Proficiency Test of Thai as a Foreign Language) Aie WUUNARDUANTIONTNAT
Tiamnlnedwsugnannlnedunsissane Ssoonuuuiazdnilasantunwiilnediuss pnasnsaluinede
Tnoduedesdionnpsgruszivanalumsussfiummuasnsanamdmivenananilaglisidame ey dymnd viie
izﬁummi / CU-TFL stands for Chulalongkorn University Thai Proficiency Test of Thai as a Foreign Language. It is
a standardized proficiency test designed and developed by the Sirindhorn Thai Language Institute, Chulalongkorn
University. The test serves as an official national and international standard to evaluate the Thai language skills

of non-native speakers, regardless of their gender, age, nationality, or educational background.

{AsApamUuumuingasuss (STI) 2 / Who is the Sirindhorn Thai Language
Institute (STI)?

anunmwilnediuss pnasnsaiiminerds Wuanduinhiduihindnlunmsdaaiy mafeunsaou waen9ide
mwlnedmiuismineuazassseme IﬂEJL‘f]wiaaﬂLLUULLazmvﬂummSg’mmﬁﬂaau%wﬁummvlmsmﬁ%m‘i
gausuluseduana i atuiad suntwilnelwdlnaluafiuiunead / The Sirindhorn Thai Language Institute is a
prestigious institute under Chulalongkorn University dedicated to promoting the Thai language through teaching,
learning, and research for both native and non-native speakers. STl is the official body that designs, develops,

and maintains the international standards for Thai proficiency testing slobally.

Qnlﬁiulla:US:fﬂUl]Ui)\ln'lsnnaaU [ Distinguishing Features and Institutional
Benefits of CU-TFL

aslanuiuvestodeu CU-TFL Aonailiu wuunaaeuaussanm (Proficiency Test) Seunnssanuuunaaounadugn’
MesmMsSewialy (Achievement Test) ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ/ Unlike typical classroom examinations, CU-TFL is strictly designed as a
Proficiency Test, setting it apart from standard Achievement Tests in several key areas :

Saauauisafilélaass / Measures Practical and Real-World Ability: Feaauldlfsenuuunfienagoudaf
fFewinsdhmninFeuwdounedaunZeunidesians uidunsin aussanmnmsldnmuiuiase lumsdoasiu
190Nl UAIUNTAITINUTEITTU d9P0 WAEN19YIU / Rather than testing memorized grammar or vocabulary
from a specific textbook or syllabus, CU-TFL measures a candidate's actual capacity to apply the Thai language

sustainably and naturally when communicating with native speakers in everyday life, social interactions, and

professional settings.

JoFUMUUARYSEAU / Multi-Level Exam Structure: srdadauluwiazinweaziseaanuainseaudigivannaasiu
114‘?161!,58’4 "Lu'léfu&maaummszummflmzﬁ’uwﬁa / The test papers are naturally scaled, mixing questions from

simple to highly advanced in a single exam paper rather than dividing candidates into separate tiered test versions.



Lifinnsanduriunsann / No Pass or Fail Outcomes:: M3UseliunaazinsannAzLuuivldudulaadusesiu
aussanlaes iUl \ieasviouseuTinwealawedaay / The evaluation is solely scaled to convert raw scores into
a distinct tier of proficiency. Candidates do not fail the test; instead, they receive an official level indicating their

exact capability.

Mlunavaau CU-TFL? / Why take the CU-TFL Test?

msldsulumenunansneaeuiidunnsguanasngmainsaluninetde dusvleviedsdwiofaeuluvanesiou /
Obtaining an official standard certification from Chulalongkorn University provides non-native speakers with
tremendous advantages: Academic Pursuits: It functions as an official credential of Thai language competency

when applying for admission to educational institutions and universities in Thailand :

n1sAnesia / Academic Pursuits: Ifidundngrusansinvzniwlvedssneunisaiasidr@nesislugadumsdine
w99UsEINAlNY / It functions as an official credential of Thai language competency when applying for admission
to educational institutions and universities in Thailand.

A1591197U / Career Advancement: l98uasinsauvsouseliuanuanunsaiiasdvhauluusonlneuarussntueni

flaegvialuLaANIUTEINA / It serves as a certified proficiency report when applying for career opportunities in Thai

Y

companies, multinational organizations, or joint-venture firms globally.

WaIuAULas / Personal Development: Hglyigissus s udenuasdednintuinuenunivevewies e
UlUnkuUTuUs wasiv udsgdnsamnisldnwilaeg 19393 / It allows leamers to identify their personal
strengths and weaknesses across different language skills, creating a clear pathway for efficient language

improvement.

d1usuan1Uun1sAn®en / Curriculum Improvement: @nvumsAnwigeunwlnglaunsnisifaunsaldua
nsUsziduiaysuusasiaumangnInisiTeun1saeuvesan  Uulidusednsame sl / Educational institutions
teaching Thai as a foreign language can gather aggregated test data to refine their teaching strategies and optimize

curriculum design.

MsInmsnadau CU-TFL fuuszinAtgyu / CU-TFL in Japan

antunlnedsussiiAumandaniseaey CU-TFL fivssmaduogisieiilos Ineil smninedoduazumnmnd
Anwn (Kanda University of International Studies) 11 il ﬁ‘ufjj udaoueg 10 un19n1s (Official Test Center) / The
Sirindhorn Thai Language Institute has a rich history of organizing proficiency tests in Japan to support Thai
language learers. Kanda University of International Studies (KUIS) serves as one of the officially certified

international test centers.

qm‘%':us’fu / History: $an1snagdeuii unn3 nedodunzasausnlud w.a. 2554 (2011) / The very first CU-TFL

examination at Kanda University was hosted in 2011 (B.E. 2554).



Uagdiu / Today: iwmivendedussununmn@dne Wumsenseaulimdugudaeuiliunsgvanauazaiuaunisasy
a&iﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂ%’m’qmaﬂﬂifﬁuwﬁwmﬁa / KUIS stands as a certified hub ensuring that international testing protocols

meet the exact academic standards of Chulalongkorn University.

mMsyansnadaau CU-TFL U=91J 2026 / CU-TFL 2026 Examination Details

Sudadau / Test Date: Suaniit 29 Awnau w.a. 2569 / Saturday, August 29, 2026

CP amw‘?iaau / Venue: Kanda University of International Studies, Makuhari district, Chiba City, Chiba Prefecture,

Japan

@ inweiiiUadnaau / Skills Tested: M3ila Mseu waznsiden / Listening, Reading, and Writing.

s19a:138aMsnAdauluLAa:NNY: / Detailed Test Specifications per Skill

ANU=zN1ISWY / Listening Skills

L'Ja’lm‘l’faau / Duration 16?15ﬂm / 1 hour

ANBUTLUUNAFIY / AOURUUIEDNAINDUAIN 4 fldan 99U 99UU 50 98 / 50 multiple-choice
Format questions (4 options)

ANNENTaTnagay /- Juswazdendeyaanunilwuiadunionas Jseraluunaunun 2-3 au un
Tested Competencies ﬁum‘@aﬂtﬁmﬁamjm Uszniaviselawaln / Extraction of Specific Details: The

capacity to extract discrete, explicit details from short- to medium-length
auditory inputs, encompassing dialogues involving two to three interlocutors,
individual or group interviews, public announcements, and commercial
advertisements.

- UﬁsmaLLﬁzﬁjﬂﬁa;ﬂamﬂL%"aﬂ"UmﬂﬂaN—EJ’l’zﬁWﬂ / Synthesis and Summarization:
The capacity to synthesize, process, and summarize structural information
from medium- to extended-length oral discourses.

- ammmﬂLﬁaWﬁJmﬂmﬂuﬁmﬁWd / Discourse Interpretation: The capacity to
critically interpret underlying meanings, subtexts, and complex implications

within extended auditory texts.



ANY=MS2U / Reading Skills

1A kday / Duration

ANWAULUUUNAFAU /

Format

ANMUAINTANNAGDU /

Tested Competencies

193l / 1 hour

ADMWLUUEENAINBUN 4 Adon 91UU 911U 50 98 / 50 multiple-choice

questions (4 options)

- JuswasiBuatoya [lawsemnglsIaneu Miay w84 Anuluunideuly
FinUszdriumly / Information Extraction and Mechanics: The capacity to
extract specific textual details and accurately comprehend orthographic

mechanics, including punctuation conventions, numerical data, and related

symbolic representations, within standard everyday written discourses.

- Wlarnununeluilesosiilunaannnisitenleswnenie (reference) / Referential
Comprehension: The capacity to decode textual meaning derived from

linguistic cohesion and referential tracking devices within a narrative.

- Ussiauazasudayaluderusiailosisnnnnais nuazdudouls / Synthesis of
Complex Discourse: The capacity to process, synthesize, and summarize
continuous prose across medium-length, extended, and structurally complex

texts.

- feulagendaiiledadluunsiuuuianans-ens / Contextual Textual Interpretation:
The capacity to critically interpret underlying meanings based on the textual

framework of medium- to extended-length reading passages.

- Aenuvseedeuszaunisaluazauseusludinunay Tnusssulng / Socio-Cultural
Interpretation: The capacity to formulate interpretations by drawing upon
experiential knowledge, background familiarity, and deep insights into Thai

societal and cultural paradigms.

ANUY:=NISWOU / Writing Skills

1A kdau / Duration

ANWUSLUUNAEGDU /

Format

ANUEINITONNAGERY /

Tested Competencies

149lu3 / 1 hour

Weumuitanmvuali 911 1 98 / Generation of a single, comprehensive written

response evaluated against a specific, designated prompt or topic

- MSWBUNTINUAIAT ANuansalunstdnwmudnvusnudsunnmue / Task
Aligcnment and Register Fidelity: The capacity to execute written composition in
strict adherence to administrative prompts and demonstrate functional

linguistic command tailored to specified genres.

- M3l ldun nsaznad nsviuasse nsldduazUsslen Sanldnwindu

mansuagldilunianis / Orthographic and Lexical Precision: Mastery of



language mechanics, specifically accurate spelling, standard spacing
conventions, and appropriate vocabulary and syntactic deployment across

formal and informal registers.

o

- J9nUsziamuniBsuuaglaseaiisvesunilisy / Genre Awareness and Structural
Textual Organization: Comprehensive understanding of distinct discourse types

and their corresponding rhetorical frameworks.

~awsaSesidumufnuasiiouleseudn / Coherence and Ideational
Progression: The ability to sequence thoughts logically and establish systematic

cohesion throughout the text.

- anansaldnudieuldvsngauiudFuans / Audience Adaptation: The capacity to
modulate written language to ensure appropriateness for the target

demographic.

- annsaldduulnedliluginusediu / Idiomatic Competency: The effective
integration of standard Thai idiomatic expressions utilized in contemporary daily

communication.

Wwansus:tduszaudussnu: / Performance Competency Assessment Results

sEAvANsTIaNMNATMIVeineen1sHe NM3e1u warmMsilisu 3 5 seAU A Alwu (Chula Distinguished) AN (Chula
Superior) # (Chula Advanced) nans (Chula Intermediate) waz Hnwa/ily/emu/Afleu (Chula Novice) luustagseauaussanim
9193815860 VN (Plus) Favsnerudn fFunsmaaeuilmnuannsalunsldnwegiviemilogiumnuainsnvessesiu
tfu 9 wierwansnsatudiliaiiane ifguwessiuaussonmigaduly wu fummeaeuldfundlussdu 7 *uan vie
Advanced *Plus fivineAruIfsumsnageudanannsamilogIunNaNTavessEAu “f” wie “Advanced” uidalaid
mmmm15a%ulﬂﬁagmmmmmsmzﬁué’mlﬂ?m “Pun” 139 “Superior” / Thai language proficiency across the core
competencies of listening, reading, and writing is classified into five primary operational tiers: Chula Distinguished,
Chula Superior, Chula Advanced, Chula Intermediate, and Chula Novice. Within each designated proficiency
category, a *Plus (Plus) designation may be appended. This metrics-based modifier signifies that the examinee
demonstrates linguistic performance at or exceeding the foundational baseline of that specific tier; however, such
competencies lack the systemic consistency required to fulfill the baseline criteria of the subsequent higher
level. For instance, a performance rating of *Advanced Plus denotes that the candidate's linguistic aptitude

surpasses the established baseline for the 'Advanced' tier, yet fails to meet the criteria necessary to achieve

placement within the succeeding 'Superior' classification.



A1D5U1gS=AUAUSSNNIW / Competency Band Descriptions

szauaussnnmw /

Competency Bands

ANYzMsa1U / Reading Skills

NNUY=N1SWY / Listening Skills

ANY=MSIWoU / Writing Skills

S=AUAIAaU

(Distinguished)

o \ a2 & a o
wWrlaune i Juunusssunslumaaniswag bl
Fun1s MeSeluaIv LAz UBNENYN YSEUBNAIN
aul9999RUL0Y @1UNSORANLLALLUM ALY

ulslngondnnuyidedenuuas Sausssuiog
wonwmileudun wWnladuulwmsdildldldves vie
druulamsiildussusdudou / Able to
understand academic and non-academic
abstract reading passages, with the subject
matter in and outside of the test-taker’s field or
out of the test-taker’s interest. Able to interpret
and comprehend underlying meaning using out-
of-context social and cultural knowledge.
Demonstrate ability to understand rarely-used

idioms or complicated idioms that are frequently

used.

dnladasing q adeahly Besdvins teides
wnzne enlugduuunbedainisyauuule
L%’ﬂf\]LtaﬁumwwmEﬂﬂﬂﬁamﬂﬁwﬁmaﬁ@m
annsasuiuasiilamnumneiiazidondafesend
Anufiiatudsen Yausssulve suiaFesmanuay
urlunwilne uasluviuniiersliiBosensils /
Able to understand general, academic, or
specialised topics, in all speaking patterns or
styles. Comprehend meanings and connotation
based on the speaker’s tone. Able to perceive
and understand complicated meaning that
requires knowledge of Thai society and culture,
including jokes in Thai language. Demonstrate
hearing ability in contexts that are not conducive

to hearing.

FouunBeulszansng 4 Welaglidsiie weuszam
ﬂ’]‘éL‘ﬁ?JUﬂ%’Nﬁiiﬁf UST87Y 95018 i’m‘l}?ﬂﬂ’ﬁaﬁﬂi’]ﬂ
WA UMILATIZY J8A1N5IWeUVINY auNTaLuuTN)
anuAngela Sandenlden sUuuslen lams uag
ﬁ’]Lﬂj?JUﬂ’]‘H’]ﬁmﬂJ'}SﬁﬂJﬁUUﬁSLﬂ‘V]‘U‘V]L%EJ‘HLLﬁ%
nOUIEANAraINTSIlEY NsaENARILAEN1SHINITIA
Qﬂéfaﬁ / Able to write unrestricted forms of
writing passages, including creative, descriptive,
and informative writing, as well as interpretation
and analysis. Possess own writing style. Able to
persuade the readers’ opinions. Choose
appropriate vocabulary, idioms, and language
level for the form and purpose. Use accurate

spelling and punctuation.




szaudaussnmw /

Competency Bands

ANY:N1S21U / Reading Skills

ANU=MSWY / Listening Skills

NNU=NSIU8U / Writing Skills

S<AUALIN

(Superior)

rlauneuem 9 iidlassadreuselondudou i
Sodluavuazuenatu videuenauaulaves
AULDY Airw waztlaauneuslalagende
wun onalddladualnsililaldives wie
dulamsfildussusdudou / Able to
understand long reading passages, with
complicated sentence structure, in and outside
of the test-taker’s field or out of the test-taker’s
interest. Able to interpret and comprehend
underlying meaning within contexts. May not
understand rarely-used idioms or complicated

idioms that are frequently used.

dladesen 9 ifilomuarlnsadromenne
Fudou niludewhly Beddmns wiedouane
s wihesdumsyaiiininund annsadu
Usuiiudduasseandenld annsadeulouiie
Arnuuaziiilarumneudsiidesenfoauima
ST / Able to understand long speeches
with complicated subject matter and language
structure, in general, academic, or specialised
topics. Demonstrate comprehension of main
ideas and details in speeches that are faster than
normal. Able to form associations to interpret
and understand connotation that requires

cultural knowledge.

Feuundewanegeniiflasadavngduun
WeuUIZANeNN 9§ @uNsaLlgussuly usTene
foufinads agumnudfiureadu wiouaauomi
Anuiiuvasmueaiiniy InsSesdduanudnuay
nsdenlesvesmnufng vl udlaundeuls
g @enldm sUUsElea Tanslagnsieuasivanzay
derumanelddaian o1aldnwiinnluthudlsvi
TarwAnnieTngusasdlunisdeansiasuly ms
aznauamstiussaliaidntos / Able to write
multiple paragraphs for various types of
passages. Able to explain facts, summarize
others’ opinions, and express own opinions.
Organize and associate ideas in such a way that
the readers can understand easily. Choose
appropriate and accurate vocabulary, sentence
structure, and idioms. Able to convey clear
meanings. Demonstrate occasional mistakes in
the language, but do not alter the ideas or
purpose of communication. Use slightly

inaccurate spelling and punctuation.




szaudaussnmw /

Competency Bands

ANY:N1S21U / Reading Skills

ANU=MSWY / Listening Skills

NNU=NSIU8U / Writing Skills

-

S=AUR Wrlaunegudu 9 flenilasadwsrlondudounas | Sulsrmuddyresdesiftdaludosdifinniaue | Joudonihiiflaseded dnsidesdduanudn
(Advanced) o fidlomniinuduas aunsoduusediuddyues | idaauussadeeuiing dnlidladdestls | suddunauazemdumedunaldgneos 19
uneuld anunsafnulagandeusunuag Fesfisnuazdudeu / Able to grasp the main Adeulesszlonfigndomeannns annsaidou
Usgaumsal vieau3seus / Able to ideas of speeches that are clearly presented and | U338 S18udeya waveSurels o1adenldrlyl
understand short reading passages, with long spoken at normal speed. Frequently show ATINTUAILALNUN NTAENARILAZNITIIUITIAL
and complicated sentence structure, on familiar | inability to understand long and complicated HaU"4 / Able to write well-structured paragraphs,
subjects. Able to grasp the main ideas of reading | speeches. with chronological and logical organization. Use
passages. Demonstrate the ability to interpret moderately accurate transitions. Able to
and comprehend underlying meaning within describe, report, and explain facts. Use
contexts, experience, or general knowledge. occasionally inaccurate vocabulary, spelling and
punctuation.
S=AUNay Fularrudduarssasndenluuneniiflassadn | Wilaternuseiuuselon uazeradilansaumn | Weudenthiaglihanieusslonde q lidudoudi
(Intermediate) Uslealddudou uardifornifudost 9 Tulu Fu q vidadladeadndu q Reatuidedndimly Aeafudedudinuszsiu nmsdiduanupnuaznis

FiaUseaiu wu msvendnvaizau anud uae
A msuenizviitlidudou / Able to grasp the
main ideas and details of reading passages, with
uncomplicated sentence structure, on general
subjects in everyday life, such as descriptions of
people, places, and objects, as well as

uncomplicated instructions.

Tandszdriu seddesdunswniidadostnduadld
MEUNTFIU / Able to understand sentences
and may understand short conversations or
stories regarding everyday life, which are spoken

clearly and with standard language.

Foulossslonludontingilid suvsslondn 4 1
NANNNAEY ATALNAAILATNITLIUITIAR
ADUTUNNIN / Able to write paragraphs using
simple sentences on everyday matters.
Demonstrate rather poor organization and
transitions within the paragraph. Use repeated
sentence structures. Show multiple mistakes in

spelling and punctuation.




szaudaussnmw /

Competency Bands

ANY:N1S21U / Reading Skills

ANU=MSWY / Listening Skills

NNU=NSIU8U / Writing Skills

s=auin
21u/Wu/idsu

(Novice)

v o

Fdnustugluuuvesifiuiinsgiu Wil
mﬂmﬁmwmﬁwﬁugm FALUULKY NIaUTElaAlUY
unuiiReniudesiugluiiausesiiu / Able to
grasp the main ideas and details of reading
passages, with uncomplicated sentence
structure, on general subjects in everyday life,
such as descriptions of people, places, and

objects, as well as uncomplicated instructions.

wWilasildUes 28 videuszloafiviossild manu
&  fillasaddlidudou mdaildven q wazaad
wanansemmederuiisnduludiausssriu el
doadumsyaidiuazda waglinrwuasgiu /
Able to understand sentences and may
understand short conversations or stories

recarding everyday life, which are spoken clearly

and with standard language.

Fewdue 9 28 vseuselondu q fidun ldfiey
serilestu lifugonh nsaznamuazn1siuassn
{en / Able to write paragraphs using simple
sentences on everyday matters. Demonstrate
rather poor organization and transitions within
the paragraph. Use repeated sentence
structures. Show multiple mistakes in spelling

and punctuation.




