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New students, congratulations on your admission.

It is my heartfelt pleasure to welcome all of you who have joined
Kanda University of International Studies today. I would also like to
express my deepest respect and congratulations to the families and
guardians who have encouraged and supported you along the way.

Today, you have taken your first step into a new university life. I
am sure you are filled with great expectations for your studies, new
friendships, and diverse experiences. These four years are not
merely a time to acquire knowledge. They are an invaluable period
to cultivate your own values and build the inner foundation that will
support you throughout your life.

We are now standing at a major turning point in history. With the
rapid advancement of AlI, acquiring information, translating
languages, and finding correct answers have become easier than
ever. While technology lowers language barriers, it also presents us
with a fundamental question: "What is the true value of human
learning when knowledge is so easily accessible?” To thrive in this
new era, I believe you need more than just information. You need
two sets of wings: ”Global Competency” and ”“Real-world
experience.” By "Global Competency,” I do not mean just the ability
to speak a foreign language. It is the power to understand different
cultures and values, and to build genuine human connections
through dialogue.

Let me share the story of one of our students. When they first
entered the university, they felt a strong sense of difficulty in
expressing their opinions in English. They often found it hard to
speak up in class and lacked confidence. However, through
repeated class discussions and opportunities to interact with
international students, they continued to challenge themselves and
gradually learned to think and express themselves in their own
words. At first, things did not always go well, and they often felt



uncertain. Even so, by continuing to take on these challenges, they
came to experience the joy of being understood and the importance
of mutual understanding. It is precisely these kinds of experiences
that greatly develop your abilities.

Second, there is the strength grounded in experience. Al can
provide correct answers. However, in order to truly understand
those answers as your own and apply them effectively, real-life
experience is indispensable. It is through your own experiences that
you deepen your learning. The insights gained through trial and
error, the ideas shaped through dialogue with others, these
accumulated experiences are what ultimately become your true
strength.

In the years ahead, what will matter is not how much knowledge
you have, but what kinds of experiences you gain, what you learn
from them, and how you are able to express those experiences in
your own words. In other words, we are entering an age where the
unique “stories” that only you can tell will become what truly makes
you shine.

Kanda University of International Studies provides the ultimate
environment for you to create these stories. We offer diverse peers,
immersive language programs, study abroad, and field research. All
of these are opportunities to elevate your knowledge into practical,
applicable learning. Since you are here, make full use of them.

University is a precious time to test your limits in a supportive
environment. Do not fear the results. You have the right to fail. In
fact, the failures you experience now, while you are supported by
the university and your families, will become the very stones that
pave your future path. Keep challenging yourselves without
hesitation.



Our founding philosophy is: "Languages are the foundation to link
the world in peace.” This does not simply mean learning languages.
It expresses a commitment to understanding others through
language, overcoming differences, and connecting the world in a
better direction. Today, the world faces many challenges. However,
the problems created by human beings can always be solved by
human beings. The key to this lies in dialogue through language and
mutual understanding. I hope that each of you will take on a role in
carrying this forward.

At KUIS, learn the languages of the world, step out into the world
with your own feet, and build your own history. Do not be a passive
observer; be the active architect of your own four years. I look
forward to seeing each of you stand here four years from now,
proudly telling the story of your journey in your own words.

Welcome to KUIS, and once again, congratulations.

Board chairman
Sano Motoyasu



