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President's Address at the 2025 Graduation Ceremony

March 20, 2026
President, MIYAUCHI Takahisa
Kanda University of International Studies

First of all, congratulations to all of you on your graduation.
I would also like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to
your families and everyone who has supported you on your
journey to reach this important day.

Today, I would like to ask you for one thing. Please do not
become slaves to AI. That may sound surprising. But please
do not misunderstand me—I am not denying the value of Al

There is a fundamental difference between using Al to its
fullest and being used by Al

What matters most is this: You must be the one to make
decisions, not Al, not society, and not others.
This does not mean always being correct or never making
mistakes. It means choosing for yourself, accepting
responsibility, and moving forward with conviction.
To me, that 1s what it means to live a life that is both
interesting and resilient.

As you move forward in life, what kind of path will you take?
You may encounter harsh realities—natural disasters, illness,
economic uncertainty, or even wars that seem unfair and
cruel. In those moments, what will you believe in? Where
will you stand? How will you move forward? In the end, the



one who must take responsibility is not AI and not society. It
1s you.

If you leave the decisions of your life to Al, you are effectively
outsourcing your life. Because it 1s convenient, you may
gradually surrender your own will without even realizing it.
That 1s why I hope you will always keep the sense of making
decisions yourself.

Of course, very few people can clearly see their path from the
beginning. When I was young, I lost my way many times.
I failed, struggled, and went through periods when I lost
confidence in myself. Yet there is one thing I am certain
about. It is okay to feel lost. It is okay to feel uncertain. It
1s even okay to take detours. Life allows us to choose again
and continue moving forward.

I hope you will make full use of what you have learned at
this university. And I hope you will take pride in being
graduates of KUIS. Among the many things you have gained
here, there are two that I believe are especially important: a
sensitivity to other cultures and critical thinking.

Language learning i1s not simply about memorizing
vocabulary. Itis an entrance to encountering different values
and perspectives. When you encounter differences, respect
them, and pause to ask, “Why is it different?”That attitude

1s what we call critical thinking.

Critical thinking is not a power to dominate the world.It is
the ability to keep control of your life in your own hands.



Let me say this once again. Do not become slaves to Al
What this means is simple: Do not give up your role as the
one who thinks and takes responsibility. There is no single
correct route in life. That is precisely why you must not
simply follow someone else’ s answer. Move forward on your
own feet.

By the way, I will step down as president at the end of this
month. However, I do not see this as a retirement. Like your
graduation today, I see it as a Commencement — a new
beginning. It is a challenge for the next chapter of my life.

So please remember: Do not be used by AI—use Al wisely.
And live your lives freely, boldly, and joyfully.
For all of you today is a Commencement Day when your lives
truly begin.

Congratulations to all of you.



