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The world is not changing.
The world has changed.
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Graduates, congratulations on your graduation.

Today, the diploma you receive here represents more than
the knowledge you have acquired. It i1s the culmination of
days spent thinking deeply, engaging in dialogue, and
challenging yourselves to grow.

Behind each of your journeys stands the support of your
families.

I would like to extend my deepest respect and heartfelt
congratulations to the parents and families who have
supported you every step of the way.

In the years since the COVID-19 pandemic, the way we learn,
work, and interact with one another has profoundly changed.
Looking at the international community today, we see
conflicts such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the war in
Gaza, and the recent U.S. strike on Iran. These events remind
us that the international order and frameworks we once took
for granted are now being reconsidered.

At the same time, the rapid development of Al 1is
transforming the role of language itself. Translation can now
occur Instantly, and the technological barriers to



communication are rapidly disappearing. Ten years from now,
language barriers may no longer be something we think about
in the same way.

However, what will change is the meaning of language
ability, not the value of language itself. In fact, the essential
meaning of language will likely become even more important
in the years ahead.

In the face of these changes, we must recognize an important
reality.

The world is not merely changing. The world has already
changed. The world is not changing. The world has changed.

Yet this is not something to fear. Rather, it is a sign that the
world 1s moving into a new stage. And in this new stage,
certain abilities will become increasingly important. Not the
ability to take sides. But the ability to understand different
perspectives and connect people through language. The

ability to connect people across societies, nations, positions,
and fields.

In fact, this 1dea lies at the very heart of Kanda University
of International Studies. It 1s expressed in the principle that
the university has cherished since its founding: “Languages
are the foundation to link the world in peace.”



During your time at this university, you have cultivated that
ability. Learning at KUIS i1s not simply about acquiring
language skills. Through language, you have encountered
different cultures, values, and historical perspectives. You
have learned to engage with people whose assumptions and
backgrounds may differ from your own. Thinking in another
language, communicating across differences, and sometimes
overcoming misunderstandings 1n the process— these
experiences have taught you not to eliminate differences, but
to embrace and work with them.

Language 1s not merely a tool for connecting the world. It is
the foundation for understanding the world. And
understanding begins with recognizing the dignity of others.
Peace does not mean a world without conflict. Peace means a
society where people continue to seek understanding beyond
their differences. Today’s international society faces many
challenges. A world where “my country first” attitudes can
deepen divisions. A Japan that must build a multicultural
society amid a declining population. And a digital age where
new forms of communication are rapidly emerging through
technological progress.

In such a world, society needs people like you. Those who
have developed an international perspective at KUIS, who
understand different cultures and values, and who have
learned to connect people through dialogue. You are exactly
the kind of individuals the world needs today.



Even after graduation, you will always remain part of the
KUIS family. Wherever life takes you, the strengths you
developed here will continue to guide and support you. In this
changed world, I sincerely hope that you will become people
who bring others together. I hope that your future will help
connect the world, little by little. Once again, congratulations
on your graduation.



