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Academic Year 2021/22 Bulletin: Responding to Suggested
Improvement Measures and Sharing Students’ Requests within the
University

September 1, 2021
Kanda University of International Studies
FD Committee - Innovation KUIS

To all teaching faculty and staff:

Thank you for your cooperation throughout the first term.

From May 11-17, we conducted the “2021 First Semester Week 3 Student Survey.” Based
on the student comments and suggestions we received, we have compiled a list of advice

and recommendations for class management.

We hope that you will find these suggestions to be a helpful reference in designing your
second-semester classes.

<Advice>

1) For the smooth management of classes with acrylic boards

Many classrooms are equipped with acrylic boards as part of our infection prevention
measures. However, as the acrylic board hinders the transmission of sound, certain
considerations are necessary.

-Ease of hearing

Many students commented that it was difficult to hear the teacher due to the acrylic boards
and masks. To address this issue, please consider measures such as: A) Speaking more
loudly and clearly than usual, B) Use a microphone (if available), or C) Write on the board or
project materials onto the white boards to supplement verbal explanations.

-Ease of reading writing on the white boards

Students shared that, due to the acrylic boards, it was difficult to read writing on the board. In
particular, students mentioned that their view was obstructed by the acrylic board on the
teacher’s podium. Regarding this issue, please consider: A) Angling the teacher’s
desk/podium or changing the class layout so that the acrylic board does not interrupt
students’ view of the white board, B) Writing in large letters, C) Taking a photo of the board
with your iPad or smartphone and sharing it through Zoom, or D) Ask the Student Assistant
or designate a student to take a picture of the board and share it to Classroom after the
lesson.

*Group Work



Students raised the issue that acrylic boards make it more difficult to do group work.
Although it is difficult to mitigate this while maintaining infection prevention measures, the
following strategies might help with this issue: A) Divide the work/roles in clear detail, making
the content of discussions and group work as clear as possible, B) Have students work
together using Google Docs, or work while writing and showing work on paper. The idea is to
supplement verbal content with visual information.

2)For a classroom layout which reduces infection risks

The appropriate classroom layout for reducing infections differs depending on class style.
For lecture-based classes, it is best to keep a layout where the teacher and students are
separated by an acrylic board. On the other hand, during student discussions, students
should face each other with an acrylic board in between them. For pairs, it can be directly in
front of them, and students can make a triangle out of acrylic boards for groups of three. For
groups of four or more, some ingenuity will be necessary; if you rotate each desk 90 degrees
and push them together as in the photo below, the acrylic boards will line up to create a
cross-shaped barrier.
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3) Information for Online Class Advising Sessions

We held Online Class Advising Sessions a few times throughout May and June. Due to
relatively low turnout, we have reduced the number of sessions which will be offered in the
next term. We anticipate that some of you may have questions to ask before the next term
starts, so we will try to schedule advising sessions in late August/early September before the



term starts. Once classes have started up again, we will hold sessions as needed by
teachers.

*Please check the schedule below for implementation before the start of the second
semester (Available to KUIS faculty and staff only / Login with your KUIS Google account is
required).

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=a2FuZGEua3Vpcy5hYy5qcFIrYWtja2MzcTdg

dTlgNjc10XQ4a2VodmFyOEBNncm91cC5YWxIbmRhciSnb29nbGUuUY 29t

<Requests >
We would like to ask for your continuing cooperation on the points below to ensure the
peace of mind of students and teachers alike.

1) Disinfecting classrooms after in-person lessons
For the sake of the next class, please make an announcement about disinfecting the
classroom at the end of the lesson.

2) Keeping the hallways quiet during lessons

If your class finishes early, please tell your students: “Other classes are still in session, so
please keep quiet in the hallways.” This is a particular issue in Building 2, where voices can
carry easily into open classrooms. If your class is held in Building 2, please advise your
students accordingly.

3) Considering tone and attitude during online lessons

Students have shared that, because it is difficult to read facial expressions and tone over
Zoom, the instructions given by teachers sometimes sound more harsh than usual. Please
try to keep this in mind for online classes.

4)Giving consideration for students’ internet connectivity situations

Depending on the internet environment or home life, there may be background noise or
audio cut-out issues when students unmute themselves. Please anticipate that not all
students have ideal internet connections or quiet environments from which to take online
lessons.

5) Considering issues related to watching videos in or for class

If you are planning any assignments which involve watching films or videos, there may be a
rental fee or registration fee for students. If you intend to include any paid content in the
course, please indicate so on the course syllabus so that students can anticipate these fees.
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