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Congratulations to all new students on your admission!

I would also like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to your
parents and guardians who have encouraged and supported you
along the way.

As you embark on this new chapter at Kanda University of
International Studies, I would like you to start thinking about one
important concept—peace. As stated in our university’s founding
philosophy, “Languages are the foundation to link the world in
peace.” Communication through language is the key to building
peace between people.

Learning a language means learning about worlds different from
your own. You might ask yourself, “Why does this person think this
way?” or “What kind of values and history shape their perspective?”
By understanding these aspects, you can develop empathy and
connect with others on a deeper level. Through such dialogue, we
can discover ways to resolve conflicts.

At this very moment, many people around the world are facing
hardships due to conflicts, such as Russia’ s invasion of Ukraine and
Israel’ s airstrikes on Gaza. To change this world, where cycles of
hatred persist, we must not remain indifferent, thinking that these
issues are someone else’s problems. Instead, each of us should
consider what we can do to contribute to peace.

I urge you to use these four invaluable years of university life to
think deeply about how you can make a difference in the world, and



then—take action!

Today, you stand here, taking your first step forward with hopes
and dreams. You may wish to master English or other languages,
study abroad, engage in cultural exchanges, participate in club or
circle activities, volunteer, or acquire knowledge useful for your
future. Each of you has your own aspirations, and Kanda University
of International Studies provides the perfect environment to realize
them. Beyond your classes, you can immerse yourself in multiple
languages and interact with people from various countries through
facilities such as SALC and MULC.

Additionally, the university offers many opportunities to gain
hands-on international experience. Of course, our faculty and staff
will fully support you. However, no matter how great the
environment is, if you don’ t take the first step yourself, your dreams
will remain just dreams.

The most important message I want to convey to you is how to turn
your dreams into reality. Having a dream is wonderful, but it is
crucial not to let it remain just a dream. Instead, define it as a clear
goal and take action! Yes, make it real!

For example, if your dream is to work at an overseas company where
you can use your language skills, you must first develop a strong
command of that language. Then, you can take the next step by
challenging yourself with an overseas internship.

If you aspire to work for the United Nations or other international
organizations, you should deepen your knowledge of international
relations, develop expertise in a specific field, and consider steps
such as pursuing graduate studies abroad or participating in
international volunteer programs.

These four years of university life offer one of the greatest
opportunities in your lifetime. This is a precious time not only to



deepen your knowledge but also to challenge yourself in areas of
interest and develop your strengths.

Don’t be afraid of failure—actively pursue what excites you. How
you spend these four years will significantly shape your future. The
difference between those who achieve their dreams and those who
don’t comes down to one thing: whether they align their thoughts
with their actions. Those who not only dream but also take
consistent action will succeed in making their dreams a reality.

What matters is not whether you can do it, but whether you decide
to do it. On the journey toward a big goal, you may experience
anxiety and doubt. However, if you keep moving forward step by
step, a path will always open up for you. Embrace challenges
without fear of failure; just enjoy the process. Forge your own
future with your own hands.

I sincerely hope that these next four years will be a meaningful time
for you to work toward your dreams. Once again, congratulations on
your admission!

Board chairman
Sano Motoyasu



