President's Address at the 2024 Graduation Ceremony

March 20, 2025
President, MIYAUCHI Takahisa
Kanda University of International Studies

Congratulations on your graduation.

Today 1s a day for all of you to express your sincere gratitude
to all those who have taken care of you. It 1s a day to
remember your parents and guardians who have supported
you, and your teachers and the university staff who have
provided you with careful guidance and support.

I have often told you that language is not just about learning
a new language, but it 1s a wonderful gateway to building
bridges to the world and expanding your life choices. At this
university, you have learned foreign languages different from
your mother tongue, you have studied different cultures and
regions, and you have thought deeply about peace. You have
cultivated deep thinking skills on issues ranging from the
1immediate to those on a global scale by thinking and feeling
for yourselves and through dialogue with others. You have
learned the importance of communication between people,
and at the same time, you have keenly felt the difficulty of
understanding others.

Please have confidence in yourselves. Without even
realizing it, you have developed the habit of continuing to
learn on your own, and you have cultivated the ability to gain
new insights through dialogue and the ability to enjoy doing



so. During your first and second years, you had many
language subjects held in small classes, so you probably had
to cut down on your sleep time to prepare, review, and work
on assignments. Third and fourth year students and the
graduate school students may have felt confused at times as
they were told to formulate their own questions or consider
questions that have no correct answer. However, these
attitudes and habits of learning have trained and
strengthened you day by day. Your diploma from Kanda
University of International Studies is valuable proof of this.
After graduation, I hope that you will continue your learning
throughout your life.

Now, I would like to talk about the society you are about to
face. About 600 years ago, Gutenberg's printing press
accelerated the sharing of knowledge and influenced the
subsequent religious Reformation and the Industrial
Revolution. Today, Al 1s bringing about an even greater
revolution than that, fundamentally changing the way people
think and the nature of society. For example, in the past, it
was common for people to thoroughly learn the basics and
then move on to applications. In the age of Al, however, there
1s an growing trend for people to start directly with
applications and then develop them further. Just as in the
past, those who could read gained an advantage in gaining
information, the way we interact with Al will determine our
lives in the future.



The key 1s not to be subservient to Al, but to master i1t. Al
can be an excellent advisor, but if we blindly follow its
decisions, we will lose our independence and stop thinking,
resulting in our subservience to Al. Furthermore, there is a
danger that the information that Al learns will sometimes be
controlled by Al itself or by those in authority. Always take
statements made by people in authority with a grain of salt.
Just as with Al, you should always question and maintain an
attitude and habit of thinking critically. The learning habits,
thinking abilities, sensibilities, and communication skills
that you have acquired —in other words, the habit of critical

thinking— will give you the strength to survive in the age of
Al

Your future life will be a mix of joys and hardships. At times,
unexpected traps may await you. In such circumstances, the
1mportant thing is to have the perspective and the mindset to
carve out a path for yourself. The embodiment of this is to live
proactively. I ask each and every one of you to continue
thinking about what you can and should do for your own
happiness, and for the benefit of society and humankind. Only
then will you find your mission and your purpose in life.

Let your Greatness Bloom!

Congratulations on your graduation!
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Let your Greatness Blossom !
EEBDTEHITIVET,
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