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Congratulations, to all you graduates.

Today, as a testament to your academic achievements, you will
receive your diplomas. I acknowledge and respect each of you for
all the efforts that you have put forth. I also want to extend my
heartfelt congratulations to your parents as they have supported
you 1n so many ways.
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During your time at Kanda University of International Studies,
you have been part of a unique and distinctive learning experience.
You have mastered foreign languages, deepened your
understanding of diverse cultures, and refined your international
sensibilities. Moreover, you have demonstrated flexibility and



resilience by adapting to new learning styles and extracurricular
activities amid the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. These
qualities will undoubtedly be valuable strengths as you step onto
the global stage. I sincerely hope you will make full use of your
abilities and thrive in society.

As you embark on this new chapter, you may feel both excitement
and a vague sense of uncertainty.
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Today, I would like to share with you the words of Dai Tamesue,
an Olympic bronze medalist and my personal friend. A former 400-
meter hurdler, he has taken on various challenges after retiring
from athletics, sometimes experiencing setbacks while
continuously searching for his path. He once said:

"There will be times when you struggle to figure out what you
should do in life and feel uncertain about the future. But what
truly matters 1s following your heart and pursuing what you truly
want to do. When you look back, each experience will become a dot
that eventually connects to form a line, leading to significant
achievements."



In other words, even if you feel uncertain about how your current
efforts will contribute to your future, do not be discouraged. Focus
on what is in front of you and give it your all! No experience is ever
wasted! Everything you do will become nourishment for your life
and contribute to your personal growth. That is why I encourage
you to actively take on new challenges and explore your interests.
Each experience and lesson you gain will undoubtedly enrich your
future and make it more fulfilling.
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There 1s one more thing I would like you to cherish—thinking
about and taking action for peace. As our university’s founding
philosophy states, “Languages are the foundation to link the world
in peace.” Communication through language is the key to building
peace among people.

Even at this very moment, the Russian invasion of Ukraine
continues, putting many people in difficult situations. To end the
cycle of hatred, we must not dismiss the events happening in other
countries as unrelated to us. Instead, 1t 1s crucial to consider what
each of us can do for peace.



Make use of the languages and knowledge you have acquired—
gather information from new perspectives, exchange ideas with
diverse individuals, and express your own thoughts. Start with
what you can do. Because we have learned languages that connect
us with the world, there is surely something we can contribute. Let
us connect with people around the world and work together to
build a peaceful society.
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Finally, I sincerely wish each of you a future filled with hope and
success.
Once again, congratulations on your graduation!



