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Congratulations on your graduation.

Today is a day for you to express your heartfelt gratitude to all those who have
taken care of you.

It is a day to reflect on the support you have received from your parents and
guardians, and the kindness of the faculty and staff who have provided you with
meticulous guidance.
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I am sure that despite the inconvenience of COVID-19, you have had a fulfilling
university experience, deepening your interest in language and culture, which
you have continued to explore through your studies of foreign languages.

After completing the strict KUIS curriculum, that diploma you have in your
hand now is proof of the hard work you put in during the precious years of your
youth. You should be proud of your four years at KUIS.
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Now, as you graduate, I would like to encourage you to "worry correctly". My
personal style is to make it a habit to think critically and "to pause briefly and
take a realistic view of your options".
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Life 1s a series of worries, and we are constantly exposed to trials and challenges.
When you start to worry about something, you sometimes become agitated, and
at times you find yourself going in circles. At such times, we need to take a step
back and look at ourselves objectively.
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Critical Thinking means not just accepting what people say. You must ask "Is it
true?” "What is it based on?" "What is the evidence?”’ This is an attitude of trying
to look at things objectively through reading and discussion with others.
Artificial intelligence is evolving quickly; for example, ChatGPT, which has
recently taken the world by storm, answers any question immediately, and
because it is logical, we are in danger of being easily influenced and may lose our
way of thinking.
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Through criticism and comparison, we can deepen our objective thinking, but if
you are too concerned about how others see you or how they see things and the
world, you can lose sight of yourselves. It is also very dangerous to assume that
you are the only one who is right. The way to avoid this trap is to think critically
while respecting diversity. That is exactly the kind of Critical Thinking which
you have learned at KUIS.
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“To pause briefly and take a realistic view of your options" also means to be
aware of the passing of time. Just as a year is divided into the seasons spring,
summer, fall, and winter, and each day has nighttime and daytime, human life
also has such stages. If you look back on your life from the time you were children
to your graduation ceremony today, you can realize the milestones such as
birthdays, Shichi-Go-San, and the coming-of-age ceremony.
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We are born into this world by chance, and in the limited time we have, we live,
meet people, and pass away. Unless we make compromises among our personal
worries and our job worries and our worries about international affairs, we will
continue to have the same problems and they will get out of control. Geniuses
aside, it is important for us ordinary people to have the attitude to live our lives
while coming to terms with various challenges within a certain time frame.
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Graduation is a major milestone in your lives. While the future holds infinite
possibilities, at the same time, you will always encounter challenges and
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difficulties. You have so many worries that it feels almost as if you were born
just to worry.

There is a famous saying, "The more you know, the more you realize you don't
know anything.” You know very little about the world, your lives, and yourselves.
It is not easy to live resolutely without being controlled by Al, which is evolving
at a frightening pace, and without being deceived by others. Make your lives
worthwhile by "worrying correctly”, thinking critically and making your own
decisions.
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Congratulations on your commencement.
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