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Japanese Sociolinguistics

2022 FALL SEMESTER
NAME OF COURSE: JAPANESE SOCIOLINGUISTICS B
INSTRUCTOR: Sau Kuen Fan, Pu.D.

Course description
This course aims to introduce students to the field of sociolinguistics, with a special focus on

sociolinguistic issues which are significant in the Japanese society. In this semester the focus will be placed
on “Language behavior: politeness in Japanese”. More specifically, we will discuss the relationship
between politeness and different types of language behavior, e.g. apologies, compliments, disagreements
and complaints. We will also look at how politeness is manipulated in different communication situations
such as first-time meetings. It is expected that through gaining basic knowledge about how Japanese
language is used in the society, students can develop their ability and confidence to interact with Japanese
native speakers.

Language of instruction
While lectures will be mainly delivered in English, some competence in Japanese is required for

participation in discussion due to the nature of the course (i.e. dealing with the use of Japanese in society).
All written works should be submitted in English. Note that this is NOT a language course. Students can
communicate with the lecturer freely in either English or Japanese and will not be assessed based on the
level of language ability.

Requirements
1. Students should be familiar with reading and writing academic papers in English. Non-native

speakers of English who have achieved a score of 500 or above in TOEFL (or equivalent) are
welcome to take this course.

2. No previous study of sociolinguistics or linguistics is required although experience of learning a
foreign / second language and previous contact with Japanese native speakers is desirable.

Quota for this course

A maximum number of 15.

Class meetings
Tuesday Period 5 (16:30 - 18:00 Japan time)

Method of presentation
Classes will be held online in form of a combination of face-to-face class meetings (weekly) and

on-demand activities. Prior to the start of each class, students should go through the lecture notes and
brainstorming Q&A provided by the lecturer in advance. In each class meeting, the lecturer will explain
the main contents by showing PowerPoint slides through shared screen. Students are encouraged to
participate in discussion according to their own learning experience of Japanese. Students in the course
will be provided opportunities to collect firsthand data from Japanese native speakers (mainly KUIS
students) for the preparation of their final report.

References
Lecture notes, readings for assignments and other references will be available in KUIS Moodle.

Grading Polic
Class participation and weekly feedback sheets  30%

Reading assignment 10%
Mini survey 10%
Presentation 10%
Final report (Portfolio) 40%

47



20225 MHENEXRFBFERNE HEHSE EREE
20229 #1T
wE- 1T MANEREERZENH
T261-0014 FEREEREF-4-1
BEE2043-273-2056
BMTGLEHERLET




