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Japanese Sociolinguistics
2025 SPRING SEMESTER

NAME OF COURSE: JAPANESE SOCIOLINGUISTICS A
INSTRUCTOR: Sau Kuen FaN, Pu.D.
CREDITS: 2

Course description
This course aims to introduce students to the field of sociolinguistics, with a special focus on

sociolinguistic issues which are significant in the Japanese society. In this semester, we will
deal with two research areas, namely, language varieties and language life. Characteristics of
Japanese language varieties will be discussed by considering factors such as age, gender,
geographical regions and context. In the area of language life (or “gengo seikatsu” in
Japanese), we will look at how onomatopoeia, loanwords, kinship terms and personal names
are strategically used in contemporary Japanese society.

It is expected that through gaining basic knowledge about how Japanese language is used in
the society, students can develop their ability and confidence to interact with Japanese native
speakers.

Language of instruction

While lectures will be mainly delivered in English, some competence in Japanese is required
for participation in discussion due to the nature of the course (i.e. dealing with the use of
Japanese in society).

All written works should be submitted in English. Note that this is NOT a language course.
Students can communicate with the lecturer freely in either English or Japanese and will not
be assessed based on the level of language ability.

Requirements
1. Students should be familiar with reading and writing academic papers in English.

Non-native speakers of English who have achieved a score of 500 or above in TOEFL (or
equivalent) are welcome.

However, students who have never written an English report of at least 2000 words are not
recommended to take this course.

2. No previous study of sociolinguistics or linguistics is required although experience of
learning a foreign / second language and previous contact with Japanese native speakers is
desirable.

Quota for this course
A maximum number of 15.

Class meetings
Tuesday Period 4 (14:50 - 16:20)

Method of presentation
Classes will be held face-to-face. Prior to the start of each class, students should go through

the lecture notes and brainstorming Q&amp;A provided by the lecturer in advance. In each
class meeting, the lecturer will explain the main contents by showing power point slides.
Students are encouraged to participate in discussion according to their own learning
experience of Japanese. Students in the course will be provided opportunities to collect
firsthand data from Japanese native speakers (mainly KUIS students) for the preparation of
their final report.
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References
Lecture notes, readings for assignments and other references will be available in Google
Classroom.

Grading Polic
Class participation and feedback sheets 30%

Reading assignment 10%
Mini survey 10%
Presentation 10%

Final report (Portfolio) 40%
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Japanese Society and Culture
2025 SPRING SEMESTER

NAME OF COURSE: JAPANESE SOCIETY AND CULTURE
INSTRUCTOR: Tvorun-Dunn, Maxim
CREDITS: 4

Course description
This course is an introduction to contemporary Japanese society and culture. The course will

introduce students to various facets of Japanese society, and dig beneath the surface to
explore the structural and historical underpinnings of contemporary Japan. Topics covered
range from class/education, gender/sexuality and ethnicity/cultural identity to technology,
social isolation and disaster. Students will be expected to keep up with readings, contribute to
class discussion, and design and complete their own research project related to modern or
contemporary Japan.

Language of instruction
Lectures will be delivered in English. All written works should be submitted in English.

Requirements
Students should be familiar with reading and writing academic papers in English.

Non-native speakers of English who have achieved a score of 520 or above in TOEFL, 730 or
above in TOEIC L&R (or equivalent) are welcome. A score of 550 or above in TOEFL, 800
or above in TOEIC L&R (or equivalent) is preferable. Students do not need to submit the
score.

Quota for this course

A maximum number of 40. This is a compulsory course for IES students and we may have to
limit numbers.

Class meetings
Monday Period 3 and 4 (13:10 - 16:20)

Method of presentation
This course provides a survey of some of the central issues characterizing contemporary

Japanese culture and society. It focuses on values, institutions, processes and patterns of
social change against the background of history and tradition on the one hand, and on the
other, the ways in which Japan is now having to redefine its place in the world order and in
East Asia specifically. The course will expose the student to the main areas of debate in
contemporary Japanese society through perspectives from the social sciences and humanities.
The course will focus on classroom discussion, and students will give one or more
presentations in class. We will read academic articles pertaining to each topic and discuss
how the reading relates to issues and problems in Japanese society today. In addition to the
assigned readings, you are encouraged to familiarize yourself with, and relate to current
issues through the optional readings, news sources such as The Japan Times and The
Mainichi, and popular culture. Three feature-films will be required viewing (one screened in
class), but students are encouraged to engage with the recommended movies and to apply
concepts discussed to media which you have encountered yourself. Through this course,
students should come away with an understanding of Japanese society that is complex and
nuanced, an ability to apply critical perspectives on contemporary culture, and a curiosity to
find out more!
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References
All assigned material will be available through LMS, so you do not have to purchase any
books for this course, though in week 6 you will be expected to stream a film through your
Oown means.

Grading
Mid-Term Paper 20

Weekly Topic Presentation 30
Final Paper Presentation 10
Final Paper 20

Participation 10

Final Presentation 10

Pass/Fail grading
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History of Tokyo
2025 SPRING SEMESTER

NAME OF COURSE: History oF Tokyo
INSTRUCTOR: Tyner, Colin
CREDITS: 4

Course description
Tokyo is a city that burps and flashes with the flow of people and commodities. This course

explores how the Tokyo metropolitan area has been produced and experienced through
human and nonhuman interaction from the early-1600s (1603 - 1868) to the 1970s. We will
go over how the water-bound landscape of the old city influenced the ways in which people
built their homes, did business, and entertained themselves. We will explore how this city of
water was transformed into a city of land, as Tokyo was colonized by parks, statues, and
railway systems within the context of empire. We will talk about how different stakeholders
imagined, cooperated and contested government plans to rebuild the city of Tokyo in the
context of foreign occupation. Finally, we will talk about how people’s anxieties about the
future of the city have often played out in apocalyptic imaginaries about one of the warmest
cities in the world. While the course is taught in a seminar format, it is intended to serve
students as a “laboratory,” in whichTokyo and other cities with which students are familiar
serve as labs. As with any “lab class,” students actively participate in class discussions based
on readings, lectures, research, and presentations. Please don’t be shy about sharing your
daily experiences and observations with the class.

Language of instruction
Lectures will be delivered in English. All written works should be submitted in English.

Requirements
Students should be familiar with reading and writing academic papers in English.

Non-native speakers of English who have achieved a score of 520 or above in TOEFL, 730 or
above in TOEIC L&R (or equivalent) are welcome. A score of 550 or above in TOEFL, 800
or above in TOEIC L&R (or equivalent) is preferable. Students do not need to submit the
score.

Quota for this course
A maximum number of 40. This is a compulsory course for IES students and we may have to
limit numbers.

Class meetings
Monday Period 3 and 4 (13:10 - 16:20)

Method of presentation
The method of presentation is lectures, discussions, and student presentations. Throughout

the semester I will assign “in-class” projects which will contribute to your participation
grade. There will also be weekly discussions based on the readings.

References
All assigned material and references will be announced in class.
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Grading
a. Participation (10%)

b. Ward quiz (10%)

c. Reaction papers (25%)
d. Midterm exam (25%)
e. Place Paper (30%)

Pass/Fail grading
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