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2 credits
Japanese Elective
p. . . L. Sau Kuen Fan .
Sociolinguistics a Spring semester
Tue 4™ Period

Pre-requisites] Competence in reading and speaking in English.
No previous study of sociolinguistics is required although experience of
learning a foreign / second language and contact with Japanese native
speakers is desirable.

|Enro||men‘r Quo'ra| If over |5 students enroll, we may have to limit numbers.

ICourse Content|
Japanese language varieties

This course dims to infroduce students to the field of sociolinguistics and the
fundamental features of Japanese sociolinguistics. Course contents are designed to
provide students basic knowledge about how Japanese language is used in the society
and to develop their ability and confidence to interact with Japanese native speakers.
The focus of this course will be placed on Japanese language varieties. Topics will
include language varieties related to age, gender, geographical regions and context. In
addition, the use of onomatopoeia, loanwords, kinship terms and personal names in
contemporary Japanese society will also be discussed.

Week |: Introduction to the course

Week 2: Research areas of sociolinguistics

Week 3: The study of language varieties in Japan

Week 4: Images of words

Week 5: Language and age (Youngsters’ Japanese)

Week 6: Language and gender (Male and female Japanese)

Week 7: Language and geographical regions (Japanese dialects)

Week 8: Language and context | (Speech levels: Honorifics and beyond)

Week 9: Language and context 2 (Simplified registers: Foreigner talk and baby talk)

Week |0: Loanwords and use of English in Japanese

Week | I: Japanese onomatopoeia

Week |2: Kinship terms

Week |3: Naming and use of names in Japan

Week | 4: Further studies about Japanese language varieties

Textbook Course reader, lecture handouts

|Messages for sTuden‘rs|

I. Language of instruction: English and/or Japanese according to the needs of the students.
While lectures will be mainly delivered in English, some competence in listening and
speaking Japanese is required for participation in discussion. Written work can be
submitted in either English or Jopanese. Note that this is not a language course. Students
can speak either Japanese or English freely in class and will not be assessed based on the
level of language ability.

2. Method of presentation: In each class, the main contents and tasks for discussion will
be shown in power point slides. Students are encouraged to participate in discussion
according to their own learning and personal experience. Students in the course will be
required to read English academic articles and to collect first hand data from Japanese
visitors for the final report.
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