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Christmas Markets
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CULTURE

December is here! It's the month of illuminations, hot chocolate, and gifts, so

this month's topic is an event that combines these three things: Christmas Markets!

Before Christmas Markets, there were Winter Markets. The oldest Winter

Market began in Vienna, Austria in 1298. The Winter Market was held so that
villagers could buy supplies for the cold and dark season. After that,
Christmas-themed markets started in other German-speaking areas. Vendors
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Where is your hometown?

| was born in Ichikawa, Chiba and grew up
there and in Nakano, Tokyo.

Tell us a little about your personal experience
with study abroad. Did you experience any
culture shock?

| went to Hawaii to improve my English skills
and to get a master’s degree in teaching
English. The culture shock | had was about
how people spend new year’s. In the U.S.,
we have only one day off on New Year’s Day.
We work until the 31st of December and start
working again on the 2nd of January!
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What languages do you speak, and do
you have a preferred method of
studying languages?

| speak Japanese and English. | didn’t like
studying at the desk, so | found some ways
to enjoy studying English. For example, |
would watch my favorite English movies with
English subtitles again and again and
imitated all the actors. While | was “studying,”
| felt like | was an Oscar-winning actress.

Do you have any advice for students who
hope to attend KUIS?

Don't be afraid of making mistakes. Making
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mistakes is one of the most important steps
to improve your language skills. Also, enjoy
learning! Please
find something that
interests you, like
your hobbies, and
do it in English!
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sold nuts, gingerbread, and wooden toys to celebrate the holiday.
Today, the biggest Christmas markets are in Germany, Austria, and France.
However, you can also visit major Christmas Markets in the UK, the USA,

Canada, Spain, and here in Japan! Visitors can enjoy food, shopping,
and experiencing how different cultures celebrate the winter
holidays.
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