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HIDEKI KISHIMOTO (=4 FHt)
Japanese as a Topic-Movement Language

In light of the focus particle dake "only" attached to tense, this paper argues that Japanese has
topic movement, which moves wa-marked topic phrases into CP. Other ordinary
phrases—including ga-marked subjects—are argued to be located below TP with no movement



into CP. It is also argued that Japanese shows no evidence for wh-movement, despite Takahashi's
claim (1993, 1994) to the contrary. The discussion shows that while English is a wh-movement
language, where CP is filled with wh-phrases, Japanese is a topic-movement language, in which a
topic is placed in CP to form a topic-comment structure.
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